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Joe Yandle to Chap. 1 


August 8, 1995 


Dick Doyle 

VVA Chapter #1 
P.O. Box-o301 
Rutland, VT 05702 


Dear Dick: 


First, let me apologize for taking so long to get this off to you. 
I hope that this finds you and all of the members of Chapter #1 well, and 
in the very best of spirits. 


I want to thank you for your offer to join Chapter #1. I am honored 
that you would consider taking me as a member of your chapter - the lst 
in the country. As you know, my sentence has recently been commuted, and I 
am currently awaiting a decision from the Massachusetts Parole Board as to 
when, or if I will be released on parole. We had hoped that this thing would 
have gotten done by now, but there has been a hold-up because of the season 
and the fact that members of the board are on vacation. The decision must 
(I guess) be made by the full seven member board. Hopefully that will occur 
very soon. 


After 24 years in prison Dick, I feel that it is going to be necessary 
for me to take some time to get my life with my wife and kids back together 
again. We know that this will be a very difficult transition for all of us 
concerned, and we want to go very slow. I have decided that I will put all 
other business aside for awhile so that Jan and I can concentrate on our 
relationship, and so that I can concentrate on the difficult transition back 
to a "normal" way of living. I will be living at a halfway house in Rutland 
(Dismas) for at least 90 days, and will see what happens after that. 


For the time being I am going to keep my membership with Chapter #216 - 
at least until it expires - and will then consider changing over to Chapter 
#1. I think, at least for the time being, that would be the best thing for 
me to do. It will give me a little peace of mind, and will also give me the 
opportunity to meet with you and your members before making any kind of 
committment for the future. What is important right now is that I have the 
chance to get my life back together, and be able to spend as much time as 
possible with Jan and our sons. 


Again, I want to thank you for thinking of me. It certainly helps to 
know that I will be accepted by my brother veterans in Vermont. Going to 
Vermont after spending all these years in prison is a scarry proposition, but 
that is where my life is. 


Take care, thanks again, and please give my best to your board and 
membership. 


Semper Fi, 


wa 


mie elel a rf 
Heals , 


Mass. Governor’s 


Council Unsure 
Of Yandle’s Fate 
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By ALISON FITZGERALD 
The Associated Press 

BOSTON — It took acting Gov. 
Paul Cellucci only a day to decide he 
wanted to send Joseph Yandle back to 
prison for lying about his military 
record to help win his release from 
prison. 

But the fate of the man convicted 
of murder for driving a getaway car 
in a liquor store robbery is far from 
sealed. 

Some members of the Governor’s 
Council said Yandle’s false claim that 
he was a decorated Vietnam veteran 
may not be serious enough to send 
him back to prison for life. He had 
already served 23 years for the killing 
when former Gov. William F. Weld 
recommended commuting his sen- 
tence in 1995. 

The Governor’s Council, made up 
of elected representatives from 
throughout the state, made the final 
approval. 

“When I went to the prison to inter- 
view Joe Yandle (before his commu- 
tation hearing) ... his Vietnam record 
never was mentioned,” said 
Governor’s Councilor Dorothy Kelly 


Gay. “I never referred to it when I 


was making my decision.” 

She said she considered whether 
Yandle had been rehabilitated and 
whether he would be a productive 
member of society. 

Kelly Gay said she would have to 
look at everything that’s happened 
before she could decide whether 
Yandle should be locked away for 
lying. 

“Does it change the fact that he 
was rehabbed in prison? I don’t think 
so,” she said. 

Yandle, 49, was arrested 
Wednesday at his home in Rutland, 
Vt., after state officials learned 
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records of a heroic tour of duty in 
Vietnam which were referred to in 
his petition for commutation were 
ake. 

Cellucci has vowed to try to have 
the commutation revoked, calling it 
a “massive fraud.” He said he dis- 
cussed the case with Weld, and said 
Yandle’s veteran status was “a sig- 
nificant factor” in Weld’s decision to 
set him free. 

“But I think the real point here is 
that in his application, Mr. Yandle 
made claims to self-improvement, 
and I think that this lie he perpe- 
trated on a lot of people totally under- 
mines his claim to self improvement,’ 
Cellucci said. 

But state records, including the let- 
ter from Weld recommending Yandle’s 
commutation, the report from thé 
Advisory Board of Pardons and min- 
utes from the Governor’s Council 
meeting, show Yandle’s Vietnam vet- 
eran status was not a major factor in 
the decision to set him free. 
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Dear Members of VVA Chapter 1, 


In the next few weeks, the Parole Board of Massachusetts and the Massachusetts 
Governor's Council will be holding hearings to determine whether to revoke Joe Yandle's 
parole and to revoke his commutation. As you are well aware, these hearings are based 
on the fact that Joe lied to the parole officials about his military record. If Joe's parole 1s 
revoked, he will remain in prison until the next review is scheduled, most likely 5 years 
from now. If Joe's commutation is revoked, he will serve the rest of his life in prison. 

While Joe Yandle lied to the parole officials, he also lied to his family and friends, 
including you, the true veterans, who can rightfully lay claim to the most profound moral 
outrage. While what Joe did can be understood, it is also indefensible and he owes you a 
deep apology. 

He has stated publicly "I'm sorry that | caused so much pain to so many people, 
and I'm sorry that I stole something from people that didn't belong to me, particularly 
people that served in Viemam". Recently, at MCI-Concord, Joe has many tmes 
expressed to us a sorrow and shame that is clearly based on his feelings that he let down 
the very pecple who supported him and stood by him. 

We are sure you have heard of Joe's accomplishments during the 23 years he spent 
in prison and his contributions to your community after his release in 1995 and we are not 
going to list them here. It is sufficient to say, that despite his lie to you, Joe Yandle is a 
man who has truly rehabilitated and bettered himself during his time in prison. He has 
paid for his crime. 

This is a plea for some understanding, and hopefully some forgiveness. The media 
and the politicians have seized upon Joe's lie about Viemam in an effort to erase all the 
good things he has done and they are pointing to you, the Vietnam veterans, as the 
victims in this case. We hope you agree that the lie Joe told and the effect it had on you 
as Vietnam veterans 1s a private matter between you and Joe, and not a valid reason to be 
used by the Parole Board or the Governor's Council to put Joe back in prison. They 
cannot speak for you or pretend to know how you should feel about Joe. For that matter, 
neither can we. 
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But we can ask for your help. We are asking that you consider whether you want 
the Parole Board or the Governor's Council to use your disappointment and anger as 
justification to put Joe back in prison. Most importantly, we are asking you to make a 
statement. 

Specifically, we are asking you, the members of Chapter #1, to release a statement 
to the Parole Board and the Governor's Council that sends the following message; 


1. We do not like or condone Joe Yandle's lie about his military record. 
2. But Joe Yandle has paid for his crime and deserves to return to his community. 
3. And we do not want Vietnam veterans to be used politically in this matter. 


Obviously, this is a general outline and only your words can truly articulate the 
message. In addition, any such statements from individual members would also be very 
powerful and helpful. 

We strongly believe that such a statement would serve everyone. A strong message 
from you would put the Parole Board and the Governor's Council on notice that Joe 
Yandle deserves a fair hearing based on his rehabilitation, and not on political 
considerations. 


We want to extend our deepest thanks to John Bergeron for allowing us to present 
these sentiments, and to all of the members of Chapter #1 for keeping an open mind. 


Sincerely, _ 
/ 


(tik fj p>— 
Curtis Moner (on Behalf of Joe Yandle) 


Prisoners’ Assistance Project 
617-373-8243 


PS. | encourage any member of Chapter 1 who would like to further discuss these issues 
to call me directly at the above number. ae leave a message if I'm not at my desk and 
I'll return your call as soon as I get 1 fi YA 

- 


Addresses; 
Sheila A. Hubbard Governor’s Council 
Parole Board State House 


27-43 Wormwood Street Suite 300 Boston, MA 02133 
Boston, MA 02210-1606 





Letter from Yandle to J. Bergeron 
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Yandle Has Already 
Paid A Price 


(Letter to Editor on Yandle) 

While visiting in the Rutland 
area recently I read the story in 
your paper about Joseph Yandle, 
What a sad situation. Here is a 
man who will spend the rest of his 
life in prison because he very fool- 
ishly fabricated a story about his 
Vietnam War experiences. Just look 
at our politicians who lie right and 
left and are still free to control the 
destiny of our country. 

This man had obviously turned 
his own life around and has been 
making a valuable contribution to 
society by helping others who need 
guidance to turn their lives around. 

I pray that there will be a move 
to free Mr. Yandle. It seems that 
he has paid a dear price for his mis- 
takes. He is much more valuable 
working for his fellow man outside 
of prison than being confined for the 
rest of his life. 

BEATRICE F. STRUTHERS 
Belmont, Calif: 


Outline for Supporting Yandle 
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Fw: Joc Yandel muilbox:/C%7C/Program%20Filcs/Netscape/N....808131724.NAA2526] @us?. gis netnumber=1 1 
Police Letter Re Yandle 
Subject: Fw: Joe Yandel 
Date: Thu, 13 Aug 1998 13:20:51 0700 
From; “Rich Levesque" <sgtlev@masspolice.com> 


To: "John Miner @ Home” <malibu@sover.net> 
CC; “John Miner @ Work" <jminer@wh. state. vt.us> 


John, 


I thought you should know about this. Any questions, respond and I'll give 
you what I know and what we're doing. 


> From: Rich Levesque <sgtlev@masspolice.com> 
> To: Charlie Brown <b1369@capecod.net>; Dan Carr <Danang@compuserve.com> 
> Cc: Phil Salois <XUANLOCG@AOL.com>; Marshall Mudge <treasmudge@aol.com>; 


Hazelgreen <rhazel@erols.com>; Ernie Dirocco <namvet6é6@prodigy-net>; Ernie 
D. on AOL <vnam66@AOCL.com> 


> Subject: Joe Yandel 

> Date: Wednesday, August 12, 1998 7:38 PM 

> 

> Dan, 

> 

> I got a phone call today from a Michael Bicks of ABC News Prime Time 
Live 


> It seens he's an investigative reporter for that agency. He apparently 
got 
my name from VVA National. He called about Joe Yandel. Here's the long 


Vv 


> short of it: 

> 

> Bicks started out by asking me if we were involved in the release of 

> Yandel. I said we were, you to the greater extent. He then asked me 
about 

> Joe's Vietnam service. I told him what I thought I knew for a fact, that 
> Yandel served with the Marines in Vietnam, was wounded and decorated. 

The 

> next thing he told me blew me off the pad. 

> 

> He told me that he got a copy cf Joe's 214 through the FOIA from the NPRC 
> in St. Louis as well as the one he filed with the parole board. He 
stated 

>» that they were not the same document! Me stated further that he tried to 
> verify the Vietnam Service with the Commandant’s office. The 

Commandant 's 

> office stated that the 214 Joe filed with the parcle board was a forgery! 


> 

> Bicks told me that Joe never served in Vietnam, that the closest he came 
to 

> Vietnam was a "touch down” at Danang. Joe was on Okinawa according to 
his 


> unit records. During the Khe Sanh siege, Joe Yandel was in the brig on 
> Okinawa. It seems that he has all his ducks ina row. As I told him, I 
> just had his word that this was so. That as far as I knew, Joe was a 

> Vietnam Veteran until I saw otherwise in black & white. But the truth 
is 

> this Bicks guy had all the right answers, and it seems he has done all 
the 

> right research. This allegation could be true! 


> Dan, from the looks of things on this end, it appears we got bamboozled! 


Unless you have something 
else to help out on this (which I doubt), or we can debunk the allegation 


VV 


1of2 8/13/1998 5:35 PM 
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that Joe forged his DD Form 214 

(which now seems unlikely), this could air on National TV, making us all 
look like assholes! It could also land Joe right back in Jail! Now, if 
you are talking with Joe Shay, you might want to pass this tidbit on! 
Suggestions, are most certainly welcome. Charlie Brown is notified as 
this 

> may affect him. 

> 

> 

> Rich 


VvvvVYV 


Story on Yandle's Wife 


RE RCA. NY 
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John Bergeron, president of a Vietnam Veterans of America chapter in Vermont, said he was devastated to hear of 
Joseph Yandle’s return to custody. “Nothing’s going to be gained by spending life in prison,” Bergeron said. 


Lives torn over lie 





Wile says Yandle longed to confess to fabrication 


By Kristin Bloomer 
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT 


UTLAND, Vt. — Still convinced her husband 
should be spared a life sentence in prison, Janet 
Estelle came to his defense yesterday, saying Jo- 
seph Yandle wanted to confess to the lie he told 
about military service in Vietnam even before his 
sentence was commuted by former Massachusetts Governor 
William F, Weld. 

Yandle even wrote a letter to Weld, in which he said he had 
never served in Vietnam, but his lawyer persuaded him not to 
mail it, Estelle said in an interview here. 

Yandle’s lawyer, Joseph Shea, who had befriended Yandle 
when Shea worked as a prison guard, told Yandle such a letter 
would have been fatal to his chances for a commutation after 
serving 23 years for murder. 

“Shea said, ‘You’d better not - I’m not going to let you 
throw your life away. You’ve worked too hard on this and I’m 





not going to let you do this. He deserves to be out. Just for- 
get about it. No one else knows; no one else needs to 
know,’ ” Estelle said. 

After that, Shea then withdrew from the ease, she said. 
That was in 1994, A year later, Weld signed Yandle’s com- 
mutation. Estelle said she expected to hear from Shea, who 
had become a close friend to both Yandle and Estelle, but 
that he never called. 

Shea yesterday did not return a phone call from the 
Globe. 

Estelle said the lie was Yandle’s, not Shea’s, but that 
the episode showed how deeply torn both men felt. Estelle, 
45, who married Yandle in 1975 when he was still in prison 
and has an 11-year-old son with him, remains close to Yan- 
dle, even as they are in the process of divorcing. 

In an interview with the Globe on Tuesday, Yandle, 49, 
said he submitted the forged records in his application for 
commutation, and that no one at the parole board ever chal- 
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Yandle longed to coniess, wile says 


@ YANDLE 
Continued from Page B1 


lenged him. Part of his contention 
was that he had developed a heroin 
habit during Vietnam, and that he 
was seeking money for drugs when 
he acted as the driver of a getaway 
car during a 1972 Medford liquor 
store holdup in which store owner 
Joseph Reppucci was slain. 

Yandle also contended in his 
campaign for commutation that he 
had been fully rehabilitated, having 
earned two college degrees and 
counseled other prisoners. 

Yandle was arrested for parole 
violation and returned to Massachu- 
setts after acknowledging publicly 
that, while he served in the Marines 
in the 1960s, it was not in Vietnam. 

To many of the people in the 
foothills of the Green Mountains, 
Yandle had come to represent a pow- 
erful symbol of redemption, counsel- 
ing alcoholics and drug addicts, vol- 
unteering as a Little League coach 
and as a teacher at a school for way- 


ward teenagers. 

Now, folks along Main Street 
here are divided over whether Yan- 
dle, who had lived here since his re- 
lease in 1995, should go back to pris- 
on for the rest of his life, 

“He was a model employee,” said 
Kevin Lester, owner of the Coffee 
Exchange and the Bistro Cafe, 
where Yandle worked. “I’d give him 
a job tomorrow.” 

More than that, Lester said, he 
was a model citizen. 

“He’s done much more to help 
the community and give of himself 
than what I’ve seen in a lot of peo- 
ple,” Lester said. “If you want to 
look at somebody who rehabilitated, 
you look at Joe Yandle.” 

John Bergeron, president of the 
first Vietnam Veterans of America 
chapter in Vermont, said he was dev- 
astated to hear of Yandle’s return to 
custody, “not because of what he lied 
about but because his life’s going to 
be ruined.” 

Although Yandle is not a mem- 
ber of the VVA, Bergeron has gotten 





to know him over the years. “This 
man is really getting his life togeth- 
er,” Bergeron said from his shoe re- 
pair shop on Rutland’s main street. 
“Nothing’s going to be gained by 
spending life in prison.” | 

Bergeron said that last week, 
Yandle had come to him personally 
to apologize about his lie. He handed 
him a letter he had written to the 
Massachusetts State Council and 
members of the Vietnam Veterans of 
America. The letter, dated Aug. 18, 
opens by calling the apology “a pain- 
ful, but necessary step to take, and 
probably the most difficult thing I 
have ever had to do.” 

But down the street at Wilson 
yountry Camera owner Ray Reyn- 
olds, a Vietnam veteran, said that 
Yandle should remain behind bars. 

“He’s basically downplaying the 
role that the real veterans played 
over there,” Reynolds said. “I didn’t 
know him so it doesn’t impact me at 
all that he’s going back to prison. If* 
anything, it appears to me that he 
belongs there.” 


Yandle Apology No Signature 


August 18, 1998 
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To: 2 sachtisetts State Cc oe Chapters, and the mertibership of the Massachusetts 
ietnam Veteraps of América. 


From: Joseph Yandle 


As some of you are already aware, something has recently come to light that deserves both an 


° Wht Pays Oe ee kee ae 
explanation and an apology. This is a sad, painful but necessary step to take, and possibly the 
most difficult thing that I have ever had to do. 


First, I need to say that there was, and is no excuse for my actions, and that although I have tried 
to find a way, there is no suitable reason that I can give to explain how and why this happened. 
Yet, in fairness to you an explanation needs to be given, so that maybe some understanding of 


this situation can be resolved. For those of you who are not aware of what I am talking about, | 
NN dae ie eS. Te . . . . . . . 
am referring to the fact that in the past I have lied about my military service, i cular m 


supposed service in Vietnam. This was a lie that gained me the support of many veterans in this 


state, and across the country in helping to facilitate the commutation of my sentence by Governor 
William Weld. 
ee eS are 











It is not so much the fact that I lied, it is what that lie was based upon. I am both ashamed and 
saddened knowing that what I have done disparaged, and took away from those men and women 
who did serve in Vietnam, all that was rightfully theirs. Although, I did in fact go to Vietnam, I 


was only there for less than half a day at Danang before being shipped back to Okinawa to join 


the 9" Marine Amphibious Brigade, where I spent the rest of my tour in the military. I did lie 


about my service rec . I did serve in the U.S. Marine Corps from August 1966- 


—_—_—_-— 


September 1969, and was honorably discharged on September 15, 1969. 
y behavior was inappropriate, and should not be excused. I know that many people will, and 


should be morally offended by my actions. This is a lie t me ago. After 
returning from Okinawa | did in fact have a heroin habit, that I had spent time in the Cam 
Butler, Okinawa brig for before my release. I needed help with my addiction, and felt that I 
could get that help at the V.A.. | did not have a service related disability, and | thought that by 
saying I served in Vietnam that I would get the help I sought, and I did. When | was first 
incarcerated I was a young man frightened at the idea of spending the r ife in pri 
having to deal with other convicts. I felt that I needed to build a reputation, o 
would keep 0 im , would be a source of protection. These were the 


beginnings of this fabrication. T know now, and have known for a very long time that it Was an 


inappropriate decision on my part to create this story, e years, as most lies do, this ohne 
snow balled into something that got completely out of control. 


After serving more than fifteen years, I truly believed that I no longer belonged in prison. I had 
{ one young step-son, and another child on the way and I wanted, and felt that I deserved to be 




























home with my family, but I could not get anyone to listen. This was at the time of the "Willie 
Horton" era, and no politician wanted to hear anything about commuting anyone’s sentence. 
How was I to get someone to listen, to take notice? By that time I had done a lot of work in 
prison with both the A.V.I.P. and V.V.A, and had almost come to believe what I had been 
saying. A friend mentioned that I should use Vietnam as a possible way to at least get a hearing, 
and I agreed. However, | behaved in a cowardly manner by not putting an end to this farce 
before it had gone so far. 


When it got out of control I found myself in the position of telling all those people who had 
helped me that I had lied, which would have been the end of it and would have kept me in prison, 
or to continue with it and hope that if I were released that it would be forgotten. | wanted to go 
home to my family. I felt that because of what I had done that I had served enough time, and that 
[ had in fact changed my life around (although it would be difficult to prove it by this) and 
deserved an opportunity, so | continued the lie. 


There is no one to blame for this but me. No one else was aware of this until after the fact. 

When I told my wife Jan about this after my release she was devastated. It caused such a rift in 
our twenty seven year relationship that it has led to a divorce. Others who found out, particularly 
V.V.A. people, decided that it would be in the best interest of V.V.A. to say nothing. They also 
felt that it would serve no purpose for me to go back to prison, that whether or not I had served in 
Vietnam, in and of itself, was not, and should not have been the impetus for my commutation. 
Where they wrong in their decision? That is not for me to decide. These were people who took 
me at my word, who had become good friends over the course of many years, and they should 
not need to pay the price of my deceit. The feelings about what I have done, the sense of 
betrayal have been overwhelming, for myself as well as others. What I did was unconscionable. 
Yet, I hope that judgement is not passes to quickly, and that people will at least try to understand 
how and why this could happen. 


After my release I refused all offers to speak before veterans groups, or about veterans matters 
since coming to Vermont. | did not want to continue or perpetuate this lie. I had hoped to put an 
end to it, hoping perhaps that it might even go away. But as lies always do, they have a way of 
coming back on you, and now I need to be responsible for what I have done. I have since spoken 
with the President of V.V.A. Chapter #1, and some other Vermont veterans to let them know 
what has transpired. 


One of the obvious factors in all of this is that this lie will overshadow everything I did 

accomplish in those twenty three years, and in the years since my release. | now work as a 

substance abuse counselor in a residential treatment center, have taught school as an adjunct 

teacher for the Vermont Department of Corrections at parole and probation and in the county jail, 

and volunteer as a teacher at an alternative school for kids that have been thrown out of the 

traditional school systems. But will any of this really matter? The question has been asked about | «, 
whether or not I will be returned to prison. Probably. Do | deserve that? That will not be my a 
decision, and will depend upon how | am judged in the court of public opinion. | can only hope Me 
somehow, that what I did, and what I have accomplished since my release can in someway be ha 
balanced. 


It is understandable that this will be considered by many to be too little too late, and also 
meaningless. Regardless of that, | owe it to you to apologize for what I have done. You 
certainly did not deserve to be treated in such a manner, and I am truly, truly sorry . There is no 
pain like dealing with the pain of a lie that has gone on for so long. Everyone is effected. 


There are some of you who need to be singled out for a direct, personal apology. Dan Carr, Rich 
Earley, Bill Purcell, Rich Levesque, and Fr. Phil Salois placed their friendship on the line for me, 
‘De we and will certainly be hurt most by this. As with my ex-attorney, and former friend Joe Shea, I 
A broke a trust, one that I can never share again with these men. Men who at on time I could call 
"friend" 


| There are really no words that can express or explain how sorry I am that I deceived you all. I 
hope that someday you will be able to forgive the loss of trust and faith that I have caused you. 


Respectfully, aw 
ey’ 
Joseph Yandle Se 
0 
~ 


Ls Ho 


Seu @ lieve 
= dolls = é (bos 
ee cee a Ghee ia 
ec Wi >) ee ie: 
mA “GS miante* 


pe 


ie 


jo pete f 


q 


5 rat. Dee 
mrp ws - $. 0 hm \ } JV 
I nis ee SCBA ae : 
© Su” uN | 
August 18, 1998 mM b\« : | 
OY (Yandle Apology With Signature) 


To: The Massachusetts State Council, State Chapters, and the membership of the Massachusetts 
Vietnam Veterans of America. 


From: Joseph Yandle 


As some of you are already aware, something has recently come to light that deserves both an 
explanation and an apology. This is a sad, painful but necessary step to take, and possibly the 
most difficult thing that I have ever had to do. 


First, I need to say that there was, and is no excuse for my actions, and that although I have tried 
to find a way, there is no suitable reason that I can give to explain how and why this happened. 
Yet, in fairness to you an explanation needs to be given, so that maybe some understanding of 
this situation can be resolved. For those of you who are not aware of what I am talking about, | 
am referring to the fact that in the past I have lied about my military service, in particular my 
supposed service in Vietnam. This was a lie that gained me the support of many veterans in this 
state, and across the country in helping to facilitate the commutation of my sentence by Governor 
William Weld. 


It is not so much the fact that I lied, it is what that lie was based upon. I am both ashamed and 
saddened knowing that what I have done disparaged, and took away from those men and women 
who did serve in Vietnam, all that was rightfully theirs. Although, I did in fact go to Vietnam, I 
was only there for less than half a day at Danang before being shipped back to Okinawa to join 
the 9 Marine Amphibious Brigade, where I spent the rest of my tour in the military. I did lie 
about my service record, however, I did serve in the U.S. Marine Corps from August 1966 - 
September 1969, and was honorably discharged on September 15, 1969. 


My behavior was inappropriate, and should not be excused. I know that many people will, and 
should be morally offended by my actions. This is a lie that began a long time ago. After 
returning from Okinawa | did in fact have a heroin habit, that I had spent time in the Camp 
Butler, Okinawa brig for before my release. I needed help with my addiction, and felt that I 
could get that help at the V.A.. I did not have a service related disability, and I thought that by 
saying I served in Vietnam that I would get the help I sought, and I did. When I was first 
incarcerated I was a young man frightened at the idea of spending the rest of my life in prison, 
having to deal with other convicts. I felt that I needed to build a reputation, or a history that 
would keep other inmates at bay, and that would be a source of protection. These were the 
beginnings of this fabrication. I know now, and have known for a very long time that it was an 
inappropriate decision on my part to create this story, and over the years, as most lies do, this one 
snow balled into something that got completely out of control. 


After serving more than fifteen years, I truly believed that I no longer belonged in prison. I had 
one young step-son, and another child on the way and I wanted, and felt that I deserved to be 


home with my family, but I could not get anyone to listen. This was at the time of the "Willie 
Horton" era, and no politician wanted to hear anything about commuting anyone’s sentence. 
How was I to get someone to listen, to take notice? By that time | had done a lot of work in 
prison with both the A.V.1.P. and V.V.A, and had almost come to believe what I had been 
saying. A friend mentioned that [ should use Vietnam as a possible way to at least get a hearing, 
and I agreed. However, I behaved in a cowardly manner by not putting an end to this farce 
before it had gone so far. 


When it got out of control | found myself in the position of telling all those people who had 
helped me that I had lied, which would have been the end of it and would have kept me in prison. 
or to continue with it and hope that if I were released that it would be forgotten. I wanted to go 
home to my family. I felt that because of what I had done that I had served enough time, and that 
[ had in fact changed my life around (although it would be difficult to prove it by this) and 
deserved an opportunity, so I continued the lie. 


There is no one to blame for this but me. No one else was aware of this until after the fact. 
When | told my wife Jan about this after my release she was devastated. It caused such a rift in 
our twenty seven year relationship that it has led to a divorce. Others who found out, particularly 
V.V.A. people, decided that it would be in the best interest of V.V.A. to say nothing. They also 
felt that it would serve no purpose for me to go back to prison, that whether or not I had served in 
Vietnam, in and of itself, was not, and should not have been the impetus for my commutation. 
Where they wrong in their decision? That is not for me to decide. These were people who took 
me at my word, who had become good friends over the course of many years, and they should 
not need to pay the price of my deceit. The feelings about what I have done, the sense of 
betrayal have been overwhelming, for myself as well as others. What I did was unconscionable. 
Yet, I hope that judgement is not passe’ to quickly, and that people will at least try to understand 
how and why this could happen. 


After my release I refused all offers to speak before veterans groups, or about veterans matters 
since coming to Vermont. I| did not want to continue or perpetuate this lie. I had hoped to put an 
end to it, hoping perhaps that it might even go away. But as lies always do, they have a way of 
coming back on you, and now I need to be responsible for what I have done. I have since spoken 
with the President of V.V.A. Chapter #1, and some other Vermont veterans to let them know 
what has transpired. 


One of the obvious factors in all of this is that this lie will overshadow everything I did 
accomplish in those twenty three years, and in the years since my release. I now work as a 
substance abuse counselor in a residential treatment center, have taught school as an adjunct 
teacher for the Vermont Department of Corrections at parole and probation and in the county jail. 
and volunteer as a teacher at an alternative school for kids that have been thrown out of the 
traditional school systems. But will any of this really matter? The question has been asked about 
whether or not I will be returned to prison. Probably. Do I deserve that? That will not be my 
decision, and will depend upon how I am judged in the court of public opinion. I can only hope 
somehow, that what I did, and what I have accomplished since my release can in someway be 
balanced. 





[t is understandable that this will be considered by many to be too little too late, and also 
meaningless. Regardless of that, | owe it to you to apologize for what I have done. You 
certainly did not deserve to be treated in such a manner, and I am truly, truly sorry . There is no 
pain like dealing with the pain of a lie that has gone on for so long. Everyone is effected. 


There are some of you who need to be singled out for a direct, personal apology. Dan Carr, Rich 
Earley, Bill Purcell, Rich Levesque, and Fr. Phil Salois placed their friendship on the line for me. 
and will certainly be hurt most by this. As with my ex-attorney, and former friend Joe Shea, I 
broke a trust, one that I can never share again with these men. Men who at on time | could call 
"friend" 


There are really no words that can express or explain how sorry [ am that I deceived you all. I 
hope that someday you will be able to forgive the loss of trust and faith that I have caused you. 


Respectfully, 
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AP Photo 


Joseph Yandle leaves a Mas 
prison Wednesday with his 


Sachusetts 
wife and son. 
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American Broadcasting Corporation 
New York NY 
Yandle Letter to ABC 


August 20, 1998 


Dear Mr. Bicks: 7 


With regards to our meeting on August 17, 1998, am writing to inform 
you that I will not appear on Weve 1 have spoken members of the VVA 
Massachusetts State Council, as well as members of VVA Chapter #1 in Rutland, 
VT, and have been told by these people that I still have their full support. 

I have also spoke@with members of my family, and have come to the conclusion 
that it makes no difference as to whether or not I appear on your program, that 
the decisions on this issue will be decided not by the American public, but by 
those people who were directly effected by it. 
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AP File Photo 
Joseph Yandle, seen in a 1995 
photo, lives in Rutland after 
having his life prison sen- 
tence commuted. 


Lie May Cost 


Mass. Parole Board 
Targets Rutlander 


By PAISLEY DODDS 
The Associated Press 
BOSTON — When Joseph Yandle 


pleaded for release from prison after — 


. “TI found myself in a position of trying to 


_ get someone to look at, and to understand 
5 that I no longer belonged in prison.” 


serving 23 years for his role in a || 


deadly liquor store robbery, he saidhis 


actions were fueled by a heroin addic- 
tion he used to numb the nightmares 
brought on by his military service in 
Vietnam. 

His story, told to the nation on 
CBS’s “60 Minutes” more than three 
years ago, struck a chord and he was 
set free. 


But it turns out Yandle, though a 

veteran, was never in Vietnam. And 

the revelation now threatens his free- 

dom as the state’s Parole Board looks 
revoke his parole. 

“I was afraid, and facing life in 
prison ...,” Yandle said in a recent 
tatement to “60 Minutes,” which 
plans an update Sunday. 


Joseph Yandle 


“I created a history of being in 
Vietnam as a way of getting peeple to 
leave me alone. ... | found myself ina 
position of trying to get someone to 
look at, and to understand that I no 
longer belonged in prison,” stated 
Yandle, who now lives in Rutland, Vt. 

Yandle was convicted in the first- 
degree murder of Joseph Reppucci, 


Me Pig) ie Pee ae ee ee” Ce 


Pardonéd Inmate 


the manager of the Mystic Bottled 
Liquors store in Medford. Reppucci 
was shot during a robbery on June 20, 
1972. 

Yandle drove the getaway car after 
his partner, Edward Fielding, robbed . 
the store and shot Reppucci. 

In his effort to get his sentence 
commuted, Yandle declared himself a 
changed man. He pitched his case to 
the Parole Board, saying that he had 
earned bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in prison. He formed a sup- 
port group for veterans in prison. He 
also married and fathered two sons 
while serving his time and taking 


(See Page 12: Inmate) 


Inmate 





Continued from Page One 


weekend furloughs. 

In 1991, the state Board of Pardons 
approved Yandle’s request for a com- 
mutation. It sat on former Gov. 
William Weld’s desk until Weld finally 
requested a commutation and the 
Governor’s Council approved it in 
1995. 

“I also owe an apology to ... the 
members of the Parole Board and the 
Governor’s Council who supported 
me, and Governor Weld who com- 
muted my sentence, I am truly sorry 
for the embarrassment this will cause 


you.” 

Neither Yandle nor Weld could be 
reached for comment Tuesday. 

Acting Gov. Paul Cellucci said he 
was having his staff look into whether 
Yandle lied. If Yandle did, Cellucci 
said he would move to revoke Yandle’s 
commutation. The Governor’s Council 
would have to approve the revocation. 

Meanwhile, Alberta Cook, a 
spokeswoman for the Parole Board, 
said the board was moving forward to 
revoke Yandle’s parole and could take 
him into custody on suspected parole 
violations “soon.” 

Yandle remained on parole after 
his release and was granted permis- 
sion to live in Vermont. 


Yandle, who was born in Boston’s 
Charlestown neighborhood, said he 
had a drug habit that was exacer- 
bated by his two tours of duty in 
Vietnam in the Marines, and he was 
robbing the store with Fielding to get 
money to feed the $500-day heroin 
habit. 

But after a man by the name of Jug 
Burkett investigating phony Vietnam 
veterans found him out, Yandle admit- 
ted he never saw action in Vietnam. 
Instead, he served in Okinawa, Japan, 
during the war. 

Supporters of Yandle said he took 
full responsibility for his actions and 
did not blame his drug addiction or the 
Vietnam War for his plight. 


Jerry Meldon, a professor at Tufts — 


University, was one of his top sup- 
porters. 

Meldon was a graduate student at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1971, doing research 
on veterans who had come back to 
the United States with drug addic- 
tions, when he met Yandle. 

“He was referred to me by a group 
that was affiliated with Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War,” Meldon 
said. “He told me stories about 
Vietnam. Needless to say, I’m some- 





what disappointed by this.” 

Meldon has kept in touch with 
Yandle over the years. He said he 
spoke to him last week, and was 
unaware of Yandle’s real military story 
until this week. 

“It was fortunate for him that I and 
others took an interest in his case,” 
Meldon said. “Now, we find out it was- 
n't as pure of a case. It’s hard to spec- 
ulate, but I wonder how would people 
have felt if he was merely just another 
soldier.” 

Meldon said he still believed Yandle 
deserved to be free. 

He said Yandle had stayed sober, 
was training to be a counselor for alco- 
hol and drug abusers, and was trying 
to be a good father. 

The reaction of others was not as 
supportive. 

Patricia Dowling, a member of the 
Governor’s Council who voted in favor 
of the pardon, called the misrepre- 
sentation “reprehensible.” 

Jordan Levy, former mayor of 
Worcester, was the single member of 
the Governor’s Council to vote against 
the commutation. 

“I just thought they packaged it in 
a heart-tugging scenario that both- 
ered me an awful lot,” Levy said. 
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Yandle Returned to Prison 


Admits Forged 
War Record 


By CHRISTINE CUPAIUOLO 
Herald Staff 

Joseph Yandle, the Massachusetts 
man who was paroled to Vermont in 
1995 after serving 23 years of a life 
sentence for murder, returned to 
Massachusetts Wednesday to face 
charges that he fabricated his military 

record in order to gain his freedom. 
Yandle, 49, admitted to friends in 
the days before his arrest that he had 
forged the documents to back up his 
decades-old lie that he had fought in 
Vietnam and had been given two 





Purple Heart medals. His status as a 
Vietnam War veteran had contributed 
to the decision of the Massachusetts 
governor and parole board to release 
him from prison. 

Some of his friends had already 
seen an excerpt of his interview with 
Mike Wallace of “60 Minutes” in which 
Yandle confesses that he lied so that 
the parole board might approve his 
release. Yandle, a Marine, was actu- 
ally stationed in Okinawa, Japan, 
during the war and never saw com- 
bat. 

His forged release papers, however, 
paint an illustrious war career that 
also includes a Bronze Star and par- 
ticipation in six Vietnam operations. 


(See Page 14: Yandle) 
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Wite Recalls 
Living A Lie 


By CHRISTINE CUPAIUOLO 
Herald Staff 

Jan Estelle clearly remembers the 
day she learned her husband had lied 
about his service in Vietnam. 

It was in 1994, several months after 
“60 Minutes” aired its first broadcast 
about Joseph Yandle, supposedly a 
decorated Vietnam veteran who was 
serving a life sentence for his role as 
an accessory in the murder of a 
Medford, Mass., liquor store man- 


(See Page 14: Wife) 
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Staff Photo by Margo Smith 


Joseph Yandle lived 
in an apartment in 
this house at 44 
Washington St. He 
was returned to 
prison in Massa- 
chusetts on Wed- 
nesday after it was 
revealed he had 
lied in his appeal 
for a commutation 
of his life sentence | 
for murder. 


Yandle 





Continued from Page One 


Acting Massachusetts Gov. Paul 
Celluci, who faces a primary battle for 
the Republican nomination for gov- 
ernor, told his executive council 
Wednesday that he supported revok- 
ing Yandle’s commutation of sentence. 

Meanwhile, Paul Johnson, the gov- 
ernor’s chief legal counsel, is investi- 
gating how Yandle was able to falsify 
the records and who submitted them 
for review. 

One Vietnam veteran who reviewed 
Yandle’s faked release papers 
Wednesday said he was surprised 
that anyone could have believed 
Yandle, because the documents were 
riddled with errors. 

Robert E. Rummel, director of 
Dodge House, a veterans’ advocacy 
center in Rutland, said that for 
starters, Yandle’s rank and pay grade 
at the end of his service were at the 
lowest level, meaning he was likely 
demoted. 

Also, one of the awards Yandle 
claimed to have won, the Combat 
Infantry Badge, was an award given 
to Army personnel, not Marines, 
Rummel said. And some of the infor- 
mation was written in the wrong place 
on the form. 

The mistakes, said Rummel, should 
have been obvious. 

“The parole board didn’t want to 
know. They wanted to believe that 
releasing Joe was a good thing to do, 
and it was,” Rummel said. 

“But their decision probably had 
more to do with guilt about the war 
than guilt about Joe. They want him 
back for the same reasons.” 

Rummel said he met with Yandle 
on Tuesday and Yandle apologized. 

“He feels really bad that he lied to 
all of us,” Rummel said, adding that 
he sympathized with Yandle for feel- 
ing that he needed to build a better 
war record for himself. 

“He was in a pretty bad situation. 
It doesn’t surprise me that someone 
would lie. If I had a nickel for every- 
one who lied about their military his- 
tory, ’'d be a millionaire,” Rummel 
said. 

The Massachusetts Board of 
Pardons approved Yandle’s request 
for release in 1991, but it sat on then- 
Gov. William F. Weld’s desk until 1995. 

Yandle’s tale of rehabilitation and 
remorse was featured on “60 Minutes” 
in 1994, and many considered his con- 


tinued incarceration a political strug- 
gle against an unforgiving system. 

When he was released, he entered 
Dismas House in Rutland, a halfway 
house for former prisoners. He spoke 
recently at the organization’s eighth 
annual dinner, crediting Dismas 
House for helping him make the tran- 
sition from “prisoner to citizen.” 

Dismas House representatives, 
many of whom have developed close 
friendships with Yandle, had no com- 
ment Wednesday on his return to jail. 

Barbara Scott, superintendent of 
the Rutland Community Correction 
Services Center, said the department 
received an arrest warrant for Yandle 
Wednesday morning. 

Scott said Yandle was very cooper- 
ative and had already packed his bags 
before police arrived at his home on 
Washington Street at 9:30 a.m. After 
a short stay at the Rutland jail, 
Massachusetts authorities escorted 
him by plane to Boston. 

Massachusetts Parole Board 
spokeswoman Alberta Cook said 
Yandle was being held on a warrant 
for temporary custody at the medium- 
security Massachusetts Correctional 
Institution in Concord. 

A preliminary parole revocation 
hearing will likely be held next week. 
If the hearing examiner recommends 
that the parole should be provision- 
ally revoked, Yandle will be held for 
another 60 days pending a final hear- 
ing before the parole board. 

Cook said the parole board was 
cooperating with the investigation 
into Yandle’s military records. 

Yandle was a former heroin addict 
who claimed the drug helped deaden 
his war experiences. He was sentenced 
to life in prison for driving the get- 
away car in a 1972 robbery during 
which the manager of a liquor store 
was killed. 

Although it was his partner who 
grabbed the $10 and shot the man- 
ager, Massachusetts law holds an 
accomplice to a murder equally 
responsible, 

While he was incarcerated, Yandle 
turned his life around, earning a gen- 
eral equivalency diploma, then a bach- 
elor’s and a master’s degree from 
Boston University. 

His volunteer efforts read like a 
model resume: volunteer for disabled 
and troubled youth, co-founder of Toys 


for Tots program through which pris- 
oners make toys for disadvantaged 
kids, organizer of Vietnam Veterans 
of America for incarcerated veterans, 
president of the VVA Massachusetts 
State Council. 

Veterans’ groups around the coun- 
try had supported Yandle’s release, 
and wrote letters urging the governor 
to pardon Yandle. 

But the lie unraveled when B.G. 
“Jug” Burkett, a Texas businessman, 
researched Yandle’s story for a book 
about Vietnam heroes. 

John Bergeron, who helped start 
the first Vietnam Veterans of America 
chapter in Vermont, said he con- 
fronted Yandle sometime within the 
past year about rumors that Yandle 
hadn’t served in Vietnam. He said 
Yandle admitted to him that he had 
lied. 

The regction of veterans is mixed, 
said Bergeron, who also did not serve 
in Vietnam although he was in the 
service from 1966 to 1970. 

“A lot of veterans are disappointed. 
There’s initial shock but then the 
anger subsides. They realize he is a 
veteran and a human being,” 
Bergeron said. 

“He is not a Vietnam veteran, but. 
he is a Vietnam-era vet. He could 
have very easily gone,” he added. 

Soon after his release, Yandle 
worked at the Bistro Café on Center 
Street, just down from Bergeron’s 
shoe repair shop. Bergeron said he 
invited Yandle to join the Rutland 
area VVA chapter, but he declined. 

Bergeron described Yandle as “a 
great guy” and said he was surprised 
that Yandle’s military past had cre- 
ated such a stir considering all that 
programs that Yandle helped start. 
when he was incarcerated. 

“If I was facing the rest of my life. 
behind bars, I'd lie, too,” Bergeron 
said. “It shouldn’t weigh that much on 
his release considering his other deeds 
and actions.” 

Two weeks ago, said Bergeron, 
Yandle started preparing for the 
return to prison although other peo- 
ple told him to run. Bergeron said 
Yandle said he was “going to face the 
music,” 

“He always said this is a very polit- 
ical thing. I see it from the perspec- 
tive of it being a political football to 
carry for some people,” Bergeron said, 
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ager. 

*Yandle, 49, had told Mike Wallace 
about his crippling heroin addiction, his 
two Purple Hearts and his Bronze Star. 
The show depicted hjm as a model pris- 
oner, one who clearly had paid his dues 
and had been rehabilitated. — 

Then a Massachusetts Vietnam vet- 
eran contacted Yandle and told him he 
knew his Vietnam story was a lie. Yandle 
wrote Estelle a long apology, thinking 
that the person who called his bluffhad 
also told his wife. 

“I contacted the veteran and said 
‘What's this about?’ He told me. I was so 
upset. I didn’t call Joe or contact him for 
six months,” Estelle said. 

“It wasn’t because of the contents of 
the lie, but because he could look me in 
the face and lie to me. This from the 
person I loved,” Estelle said. 

In reality, Yandle never saw combat 
in Vietnam, never won a Purple Heart. 
Instead, he was stationed in Okinawa 
as a desk clerk. 

But as Yandle’s release from prison 
began to look more likely, Estelle 
renewed contact. While she was still 
disapproving of his lies, she believed he 
deserved to be freed. 

“The first thing I said to him was 
‘How could you do this? How could you 
look Mike Wallace in the face and lie to 
him?’ 

“He was so afraid, he just didn’t think 
about any consequences at all. He was 
making himself out to be bigger than life 
to compensate for everything,” Estelle 
said. 

The veteran who confronted him 
promised not to tell anyone, Estelle said, 
and urged Yandle to keep it secret even 
though Yandle had written a letter to the 
governor telling him he wanted to set the 
record straight. Estelle said Yandle 
finally took the veteran’s advice, ripped 
up the letter and continued to live the 
lie. 

Then-Gov. William F: Weld signed his 
pardon in 1995 and Yandle went home 
to Vermont. But the issue of trust had 
wedged itself between the couple, caus- 
ing Estelle to question everything her 
husband said. 

On Monday, Yandle had his chance to 
set the record straight, and told Wallace 
that he had lied about his military record 
to get out of jail. 

He also spoke briefly with “20/20” 
reporters who followed his car as he was 
enroute to his job as a counselor at 


Serenity House in Wallingford, a halfway 
house for alcoholics. 

Estelle, who also traveled to New York 
City for the “60 Minutes” interview on 
Monday, said Wednesday the truth was 
more complicated than Yandle just want- 
ing out of jail. 

She didn’t tell Wallace this, but she 
said she believed her husband had other 
reasons for lying about his record. Estelle 
said she thought it had to do with the 
physical abuse Yandle suffered at the 
hands of an alcoholic father. 

“From early on, he felt so worthless 
growing up, so worthless when he got out 
of prison, he tried to make himself look 
better about being in Vietnam — that 
he had these medals instead of these 
scars from his childhood,” Estelle said. 

“T think it’s just like when he came 
out and didn’t know what to do with open 
loving arms accepting him uncondi- 
tionally. He’s better with being in con- 
flict and then having to apologize.” 

The pair met in the early 1970s at 
Revere Beach, north of Boston. Estelle 
was 19 and Yandle was 21. He told her 
about his tour of Vietnam, boasting 
about his record. 

They married in 1975, three years 
after Yandle received a life sentence for 
murder. Yandle drove the getaway car 
during a robbery. His friend stole $10 and 
shot the manager. 

Their marriage survived 21 years of 
separation, but it crumbled after Yandle’s 
release, In the first three months, they 
only lived together on weekends because 
Yandle was released to Dismas House 
on Park Avenue, a halfway house for 
prisoners, and lived there during the 
week. 

The stress of his readjustment to soci- 
ety, coupled with Estelle’s worsening 
medical condition stemming from her 
battle with lupus, was too much to bear, 
she said. She is much better now, but the 
marriage never healed. The pair had a 
divorce hearing scheduled for Friday. 

During the “60 Minutes” interview, 
Estelle said she was asked questions 
about how Yandle’s lie affected her and 
where their marriage stood now. 

“We didn’t get a lot into background. 
I told them we're getting a divorce. Said 
‘yes, he’s paying child support,” she said. 

Estelle said she is most concerned 
about the effect Yandle’s return to prison 
will have on their son, Justin, 11, who 
was conceived during a weekend fur- 
lough. 

She said Yandle and their son had 
developed a very close relationship this 
summer. The simple pastime of fishing 
had captivated them both. 

Estelle said Yandle talked to Justin 


on the phone Tuesday night and left his 
son a note. 

She said Yandle knew in June that it 
was only a matter of time before his 
military record became public. His tale 
had already been published on an 
Internet site, and although Yandle was- 
n’t named, it was clear people would 
soon recognize him. 

Some of his supporters said it would 
have been very easy for politicians and 
the press to check Yandle’s tale. But it 
was probably easier to go on believing 
that here was a man who was so dis- 
traught by the war that he was unable 
to curb his drug use and should there- 
fore be excused for the crime he com- 
mitted to support his habit. 

Indeed, he was addicted to drugs dur- 
ing and after the war, Estelle said, begin- 
ning with a morphine addiction he devel- 
oped when he was working at a military 
supply base in Okinawa. Soon after, he 
switched to heroin. When he returned 
home, he sought help for his addiction 
at a Veterans Administration clinic and 
was asked whether he served in 
Vietnam, 

“He thought that to get treatment he 
had to have served, so he said ‘Yes.’ They 
accepted it, no questions asked,” Estelle 
said. 

Estelle said it looked as though Yandle 
had a shot at being released in 1987, but 
the criminal record of furloughed-pris- 
oner Willie Horton became a fiercely 
debated issue during the 1988 presi- 
dential race and it became clear that 
Yandle would be staying behind bars. 

“He got scared. I had just had a baby. 
That’s when he decided to embellish on 
the story,” Estelle said. 

This time around, when he was 
scared, some people told him to run. But 
he wouldn’t consider it. 

Estelle said she thought the price for 
lying —revocation of his parole — is too 
high a price to pay, but she also knows 
no amount of empathy will help Yandle 
now. 

“Should he serve a life sentence for fal- 
sifying a document? I don’t think so. 
The only person it’s going to benefit is 
(acting Gov. Paul Celluci). By putting Joe 
in jail it will save political hides,” she said. 

“All along he kept saying ‘I know I'll 
go back to prison,” Estelle said. “It hap- 
pened, just as he thought.” | 

This time, if he does have to continue 
his life sentence, Estelle said she would 
bring Justin to visit his dad. But she 
won't be visiting Yandle like she did 
before. 

“Maybe once every few years at 
Christmas for me. I already did 23 years. 
I can’t do any more time in prison.” 


